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GANG VIQLENCE »

.- August: 2 2005:.

Both: government and police officials in- the U.S. and Central Amenca are attempmgt to ‘_ o
curb the violent activity of growing transnational street gang MS-13; e

Lo Mﬁ«emmiﬂ:wﬁmﬂhﬁm RRDARE D

| Click kote to Sisten 1 this seguextia Raauwa ]

JEFFREY KAYE Twentv-erght people dead and 14 wWounded'— that was the toll from. an" .
assault on a public bus in Honduras last December The attackers, who sprayed the bug with. -
automatic weapors, were members of a street gang called Mara Salvatruch: or MS—13 Th :
gang, spread throughout Central America and the United States, has earned a rcputatlon &1; ‘
ruthlessness . g

MS-13 was born 20 years ago in Los Angelcs ina nelghborhood of Centtal Amencan L
refugees. It's an area where gang violence remains ‘epidemic. In the past five years, LA has
seen more than 23 »000 violent crimes attributed to gangs, according to police. .

In neighborhoods often marked with graffiti, MS-13 members extort money from prostltutes "
and drug dealers. Police say MS-13 stands out for its viciousness, often victimizing
law-abiding residents and merchants, such as flower seller Susana Antillon.

SUSANA ANTILLON (Translated): At about 11; :00 every night in my neighborhood,; they: -
gather together in cars and then they head out to grafﬁtl different places do robberies,-
assault people, break windows. It's a dlsaster justa disaster.

JEFFREY KAYE: In an operation that began this February agents from ICE U. S

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, along with local police, have staged raidson .~
violent street gangs across the U.S. They've arrested more than a thousand accused gang :
members, including hundreds they say are MS- 13 members R R

Accordmg to the FBI, MS-13 has as many as 10 ,000 hardcore members active in 33 states:
and Washmgton D.C. As police have conducted sweeps, legislation to make crimes.:
committed by street gang members federal offenses has moved through Congress. The bill; -
which passed the House and is now before the Senate, would also impose mandatory
minimum sentences for gang crimes, and would treat some juvenile gang defendants as"
adults.

REP. J. RANDY F ORBES It's in the suburbs. It's everywhere across the country
JEFFREY KAYE: Virginia Congressman J. Randy Forbes, author of the so—callcd
“gangbusters bill," says a police surveillance tape from northem Virginia is vivid proof that

gangs like MS- 13 have spread beyond the inner cities.

REP. J. RANDY FORBES: This particular tape was taken in one of the most afﬂuent-areas :
in northern Virginia. It was out in dayli ght in a public park. And it shows the brutality that
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these gangs have. This is activity they were doing to.their own members, in terms of
disciplining those members.

JEFFREY KAYE: MS-13 members have been linked to particularly gruesom

REP. J. RANDY FORBES - They're cutting off people's heads, they're cutting off the:
fingers, they're cuttmg off their arms.

JEFFREY KAYE: Another example of the gang's brutahty, the 2003 murder of. 17—year—old '
Brenda Paz, prornpted Forhes bill. : o el

Paz had become an informant against MS-13. Gang members stabbed thie pregnant teenager
16 times, and left her body on the banks of the Shenandoah River in Virginia.

That level of viciousness, and indeed the pang {tselﬁ has its roots in the civil wars of Central
America. In the late '70s and throughout the ‘80s, hundreds of thousands of refugees fled to
the U_S. from El Salvador, Nicaragua and Guatemala. Many came to a Los Angéles
nelghborhood that's among the poorest and most crowded west of the Mnss1sstp k-

ALEX SANCHEZ: There 'S about ten gan
Raza Loca

_rn“tlwﬁone*‘rmb‘arée _Rl.:‘ght_. b

JEFFREY KAYE Alex Sanchez 1S an organizer wuh Hormes Umdos a gang inteive
program with offices in L.A. and El Salvador. On a recent orientation tour for. mtems, _
Sanchez described a city he knows as a patchwork of gang tcmtones

ALEX SANCHEZ: Now; as-soon as We cross this stréet; there's dnother gang by the Hame
of the Orphans.

JEFFREY KAYE: Sanchez amved m Los Angeles &om ElL Salvador in 1979 at the age o ‘ |

seven.

ALEX SANCHEZ: T hiave seen dead bOdlCS and decapttated bodles in El Salvador wh
was only five years old, and I still’ remember those 1mages ’

JEFFREY KAYE: He says the armed conﬂtcts leﬂ deep. scars on mmugrant fatmhes

ALEX SANCHEZ: Many of these peoples parents were mvolve : m the war either in
military or the guerilla. And they came fleéing that war into thIS commumty, you ‘
where a lot of them were dealing with the trauma of war. - ‘

JEFFREY KAYE: Sanchez joined: the MS-13 gang wheén he was in jumor hlgh school: ™
Since then, he's been shot by rival gang members and he's: served pnson tlme for au i
and weapons possession. SERE

ALEX SANCHEZ: So we're coming up on the mural.

JEFFREY KAYE: By the 1980s, gangs were already entrenched in the neighborhood; one,
the 18th Street Gang, dominated. A wall mural portrays that gang's history, arecord that
includes a brutal rivalry with MS-13. 18th Street, composed mostly of Mexrcan Amencans )
resented the newcomers and often fought them.

Officer Frank Flores, a member of an anti-gang unit of the L. A: Police l)epéirtment ‘says.
MS-13 formed in part as a means of self-protection, but that as money, drugs and weapons
became more plentxﬁtl gang violence escalated - -
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Cl ANK. FLORES: Most of these: members coming fromx thé war-torn couiitries”
where, you know_ killing was a regular occurrence - violence, beating people up, stabbihg
people, secing people die. I mean, they were desensitized. So, when it camie time for thefi'to'
deal with rival gang members I mean, thexr readmess to comnnt a vmlent act was nothmg;
it was, second nature. Cnot S e -

JEFFREY KAYE tax_—tmg in thc ;late '903 hce cracked down hard. Somefrogue
from an antl-gang unit were brutal, and were eventually convicted of misconduct.
Prosecutors also obtained injunctions that prohibit gang members from congregatmg 1n )
public: As law enforcement tuine "up the heat and as‘ Central Anwncans mo ed 10 othér
cities, MS-13 members; spread; LR : . SR

OFFICER FRANK FLORES They are so mobxle and they are so easxly I mean, they're
easy for them to travel, especially when you have other cities with cliques and they’re able to v
go and ﬁnd fnendly faces and hndc out thhm those commumﬁes as: well : .

JEFFREY KAYE Deportatmn ﬂlghts ﬁuther conmbuted to the gang's spréad: In the la
‘90s, the U.S. government started deporting non-citizens convicted of crimes. It sent
planeloads back to Central America, including thousands of gang members expelled from
the streets of LA. Their arrival helped fuel gang: wolence in Central America.

In response, govemments there aggressively went after suspected gang members, rounding:
them up and Jallmg them. Human rights groups have complained that innocent people have
been jailed, and that prisons are overcrowded.

In El Salvador and Honduras, recent riots and fires in cell blocks containing gang members N
killed nearly 200 pnsoners many of whom had'ngt been convicted of crimes. Because of
many gang members are ﬂeemg back to-the U.S.

OFFICER FRANK FLORES: Definitely a cause and effect. I mean, just like herc in Los

Angeles, we're cracking down on them, they’re gomg somewhere else Deﬁmtely it's a cause
and effect from Central America. . S

: MS 13 member Ebner
Rivera-Paz, the accused mastermmd of the Honduras bus attack, was captured in Texas in
February. He has been deported four times over the past ten years.

As police step up anti-gang activity, proponents of tough anti-gang laws say those measures
will help law enforcement make up for lost time.

REP. J. RANDY FORBES: After 9/11 our focus was on terrorism and homeland security,
- and we did lose our focus a little bit on what was taking place with this huge rise of gang
 activity within our own midst.

SPOKESPERSON: All right, so the first question [ am asking you to define your
self-esteem.

JEFFREY KAYE: But supporters of gang intervention programs like this one at Homies
Unidos, say the priority should be prevention and rehabilitation, rather than harsh
punishment.

ALEX SANCHEZ: It's not solving the problem. It's just the putting a bandage over the
problem, you know, because you're not dealing with the real root cause of the problem
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You know, you still have kids joining gangs as small as; you kriow, junior high. And youi -
have. klds that are in. Glementary already l@nowmg, you l-ow the-gang structure and already

knowmg about gangs.

REP 1) RANDY FORBES Therc s no qucstxon that, whcn you look at the gang preblem, 1t
is a multifaceted problem. But the best analogy that I can give you is if you walk into a
doctor’s office and. you:have cancer, you don‘t want that d@cter te spend tw urs

You dcm‘t wan ; hnn to spcnd twq hours:te llmg you abeut how: you could havc prevented
or how your faxmly members could prevent it. What you're tellinig: him at that timé is, "Get
rid of this cancer that I have and then I‘ll talk to you about some of thc other causes and the ,
preventions.” - . p . e T :

JEFFREY KAYE: As gangs moVé"acrds:s bérderé ofﬁcials' ar"é diséussing” ir'iter'natiotfeilt gang
crackdowns. This summer, government representatives from the us.,, Memco and Ce tral
American natigns: agrced to better coordmatc thelr antt-gang efforts IR '

Copyright ©2005 MacNeilLehwer Productions. All Rights Reserved:.

8/9/2005 5:23 PM



